
T h e  P e n g u i n  H i s to ry  o f  A m e r i c a n  L i f e

Founding Editor: 
Arthur M. Schles inger, Jr.

Board Members: 
Alan Br ink ley 
John Demos 

Glenda Gi lmore 
J i l l  Lepore 

David Lever ing Lewis 
Patr ic ia  L imerick 

Louis  Menand 
James M. McPherson 

James Merrel l 
Garr y Wil l s 

Gordon Wood

The Penguin History of American Life is a series ranging across all of American history, 
selected by an editorial board consisting of some of our most eminent historians. The 
series embodies the interdisciplinary and integrationist ambitions of the field’s best prac-
titioners; their understanding of the permeability of traditional geographical, ethnic, and 
cultural boundaries; the utility of blurring conventional categories of historical writing; and 
the impossibility of isolating subjects like race and gender.

Books in the series employ different tools and methods and tackle a variety of topics, 
but they are all characterized by lively prose, trenchant analysis, and a persistent engage-
ment with the most pressing questions about the American past.

The Penguin History of American Life will enrich our collective historical understanding, 
bring new voices and perspectives into wider view, and bring a great number of readers 
to works of American history that would otherwise escape them.

Forthcoming Titles

James R. Barrett
	 Americanization 	
from the Bottom Up
Irish Americans and the Making of a 
Multicultural Urban Society
A history of Irish-American urban life that 
explores the relationship between the Irish 
and other immigrants, with a focus on the 
institutions that shaped urban society, from 
the street to the parish to the stage.

Richard D. Brown
	 The Challenge of Equality 	
in the Early Republic
Explores the contested history of racial and 
ethnic equality as Americans considered the 
full implications of their declaration that “all 
men are created equal.”

Kristin Hoganson
	 Prairie Cosmopolis

A history of the Great Plains that examines 
the region’s multifarious connections with 
the rest of the planet, and tells the story of the 
relationship between the “heartland” myth 
and the reality of this profound connection.

Frederick Hoxie
	 Challenging the State
American Indians and the 	
“Empire of Liberty” 1800–2000
A history of Native American engagement 
with the American legal and political sys-
tem that opens with the removal crisis of the 
1820s and closes with contemporary debates 
over Native American tribal sovereignty.

Stephen Kantrowitz
	 The Cradle Endlessly Rocking
The Radical Reconstruction 	
of the North, 1840–1900
A history of the long struggle against racial 
injustice in the North, from abolitionism 
through Reconstruction and its demise.

Alexander Keyssar
	 The Rules of the Game

A study of the history of major electoral rules 
and processes in the United States from the 
early nineteenth century to the present.

Joe W. Trotter
	 Untitled on African-American 
Urban History
A synthesis of African-American urban his-
tory, examining the history of black urbanites 
from the colonial era to the present.

Daniel Vickers
	 Lord of Another Man’s Purse
Credit and Economic Culture in Early America
A history of credit relationships in the 
United States, from the time of settlement to 
the onset of industrialization. Dealing with 
exchange in both commercial and neighborly 
modes, the book places credit at the very cen-
ter of pre-industrial economic culture.



James T. Campbel l
m i d d L e  PA s s A g e s
AFRICAN-AMERICAN JOURNEYS TO AFRICA 1787–2005
“Campbell provides an artful reconstruction of the often bittersweet 
experience of return and reunion...that deepen[s] our understanding 
of national identity and the burdens of race.”—Raymond Arsenault, The 
New York Times.
PENGUIN • 544 pp. • 978-0-14-311198-6 • $17 .00
Winner of The mArK LynTon hisTory PriZe, 
PuLiTZer PriZe finALisT

François  Furstenberg
i n  T h e  n A m e  o f  T h e  f AT h e r
WASHINGTON’S LEGACY, SLAVERY, 
AND THE MAKING OF A NATION
“With clarity and brilliance, draw[s] together historical problems and 
methodologies previously held to be discrete.”—Michael O’Brien, Univ. 
of Cambridge. “A profoundly important book for anyone interested in 
the origins of the American Republic.”—Ira Berlin.
PENGUIN • 352 pp. • 978-0-14-311193-1 • $16 .00

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K !
Ju l ie  Greene
T h e  c A n A L  B u i L d e r s
MAKING AMERICA’S EMPIRE AT THE PANAMA CANAL
“Just as building the Panama Canal was a miracle of modern engineering, 
so is The Canal Builders a marvel of historical recreation....A compel-
ling story of imperial ambition, class conflict, racial injustice, and the 
ordinary men and women who remade the map of the world.”—Kevin 
Boyle, Ohio State University. “[Greene] offers more real insight into 
the character and costs of American imperialism than any previous 
writer.”—Fred Anderson, University of Colorado, Boulder.
PENGUIN • 496 pp. • 978-0-14-311678-3 • $18 .00

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K !
Karl  Jacoby
s h A d o W s  AT  d AW n
A BORDERLANDS MASSACRE 
AND THE VIOLENCE OF HISTORY
“An absorbing, brilliant study of the Camp Grant Massacre in 1871....
One of the best studies ever of the long conflict between tribes and 
races, soldiers, citizens, killers and victims, in the wild unregulated 
Southwest.”—Larry McMurtry.
PENGUIN • 384 pp. • 978-0-14-311621-9 • $17 .00

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K !
G. Calv in Mackenzie and Rober t Weisbrot
T h e  L i B e r A L  h o u r
WASHINGTON AND THE POLITICS OF CHANGE IN THE 1960s
“A riveting narrative of one of the most fascinating decades in American 
history, as well as a brilliantly insightful account of the forces that came 
together to produce enduring change.”—Doris Kearns Goodwin.
PENGUIN • 448 pp. • 978-0-14-311546-5 • $18 .00

c u r r e n T  T i T L e s

N E W !
Michael  Wi l lr ich
P oX
AN AMERICAN HISTORY
The untold story of how America’s Progressive-era war on smallpox 
sparked one of the great civil liberties battles of the twentieth century.
PENGUIN PRESS • 400 pp. • 978-1-59420-286-5 • $27 .95


