
J u l i e t  B .  S c h o r
True Wealth
How and Why Millions of Americans Are Creating a Time-Rich,  
Ecologically Light, Small-Scale, High-Satisfaction Economy

A groundbreaking statement about ecological decline that suggests a radical change in how we think 
about consumer goods, value, and ways to live. Published in hardcover as Plentitude.

“Schor has been the most perceptive and prescient writer on economics this country has had for the 
last two decades. Here she…clear[s] a path through the wreckage of our economic collapse towards 
something more durable and maybe even more fun.”—Bill McKibben, author Eaarth: Making a Life on 
a Tough New Planet

“The interest in alternative energy, recycling, and clean nanotechnologies is increasing, and Schor en-
courages readers to match it by breaking out of a work hard/spend hard cycle, thereby improving both 
the environment and quality of life. It might be utopian, but it’s also fresh, persuasive, and passionately 
argued.”—Publishers Weekly
Penguin Press Hardcover • 272 pp. • 978-1-59420-254-4 • $25.95
Penguin Paperback • 272 pp. • 9780-14-311942-5 • $16.00
Available September 2011

R e b e c c a  S o l n i t
A Paradise Built in Hell
The Extraordinary Communities That Arise in Disasters

Examines how disasters throw people into a temporary utopia of changed states of mind and social pos-
sibilities, and analyzes the widespread myths—and rarer real cases—of social deterioration during crises. 

“[This] highly readable mixture of history and first-hand reporting reflects several decades of thinking 
about what makes for true communities. [Solnit] probes deeply, roams widely in time and geography, 
and leaves us with a surprising amount of hope.”—Adam Hochschild, author of King Leopold’s Ghost: A 
Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa
Penguin Paperback • 368 pp. • 978-0-14-311807-7 • $16.00

S t e v e n  P i n k e r
The Better Angels of Our Nature
Why Violence Has Declined

The Harvard professor and author of The Stuff of Thought blends history and psychology in this surpris-
ing study of violence, arguing that it has been diminishing for millenia and that we may be living in the 
most peaceful time in human existence.

“A hugely exciting work.”—Niall Ferguson, Harvard University
Viking Hardcover • 848 pp. • 978-0-670-02295-3 • $40.00
Available October 2011

B a r r y  S c h w a r t z  a n d  K e n n e t h  S h a r p e
Practical Wisdom
The Right Way to Do the Right Thing 

A social psychologist and a political scientist call for us to embrace the essential human quality that has 
been drummed out of our lives: wisdom. 

“This book will be invaluable in a multitude of fields....Schwartz and Sharpe (both Swarthmore College) 
deal with how institutional cultures affect individuals’ everyday lives....A must read.”—Choice
Riverhead Hardcover • 300 pp. • 978-1-59448-783-5 • $25.95

Also available:
Émile Durkheim
On Suicide
Translated by Robin Buss, Introduction by Richard Sennett, Notes by Alexander Riley
Penguin Classics Paperback • 480 pp. • 978-0-14-044967-9 • $16.00

www.penguin.com/academic     sociology 2011

C y n t h i a  E n l o e  a n d  J o n i  S e a g e r
The Real State of America Atlas
Mapping the Myths and Truths of the United States

Packed with fascinating facts and illustrated throughout with clear, easy-to-read, full-color maps and 
graphics, The Real State of America Atlas draws back the curtain on our complex nation to reveal the 
myriad realities of the American experience—from our changing demographics to patterns of home 
ownership to the kinds of food we eat. Co-written by two esteemed scholars, this comprehensive and en-
lightening work upends many long-held myths, explores hidden facets of American society, and shows 
us who we are today.

Penguin Paperback • 128 pp. • 978-0-14-311935-7 • $22.00

C o l i n  W o o d a r d
American Nations
A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures of North America

Arguing that North America was settled by people with distinct religious, political, and ethnographic 
characteristics that created regional cultures at odds with one another ever since, Woodard explores why 
“American” values vary sharply from one region to another and examines how intranational differences 
have played a pivotal role at every point in the continent’s history.

Viking Hardcover • 320 pp. • 978-0-670-02296-0 • $30.00
Available October 2011

D a n t e  C h i n n i  a n d  J a m e s  G i m p e l ,  P h . D .
Our Patchwork Nation
The Surprising Truth About the “Real” America
Foreword by Ray Suarez

A political journalist and professor of government look beyond the simplified red-state/blue-state schism 
to find a more nuanced America and outline twelve distinct community types that make up America. 

“A compelling, thought-provoking book, and a must-read for anyone trying to make sense of our coun-
try’s complex political and cultural dynamic. I highly recommend this book.”—Richard Florida, Univer-
sity of Toronto and author of Rise of the Creative Class

Gotham Hardcover • 256 pp. • 978-1-592-40573-2 • $26.00
Gotham Paperback • 336 pp. • 978-1-592-40670-8 • $17.00
Paperback available October 2011

P e t e r  L o v e n h e i m
In the Neighborhood
The Search for Community on an American Street, One Sleepover at a Time

“This book will awaken your inner sociologist….An inspirational reminder that for all our collective 
bemoaning about the loss of community, the solution is only a knock on the door away.”—Keith N. 
Hampton, University of Pennsylvania

“After a tragic murder-suicide in his neighborhood, Lovenheim feels compelled to learn if closer rela-
tionships among neighbors might have saved a woman from death. The cultural study that follows is as 
much about sociology as it is about simple friendship as Lovenheim wonders why people can live side-
by-side and know literally nothing about each other.”—Booklist

Perigee Paperback • 272 pp. • 978-0-399-53647-2 • $13.95
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