
J im  al -khal i l i
The House of Wisdom
How Arabic science saved Ancient knowledge 
and gave us the renaissance

“Lively, engaging and scholarly, al-Khalili uses his scientifi c background to 
show the importance of Arabic learning and pose challenging questions for 
the Muslim world today”—Hugh Kennedy, University of London
“Brings to life a vibrant intellectual period of Islamic history when there was 
not only tolerance for other religions and cultures but a synergy between sci-
ence and Islam.”—Library Journal
PeNguiN Press HArdcover • 352 PP. • 978-1-59420-279-7 • $29.95
PeNguiN PAPerbAck • 336 PP. • 978-0-14-312056-8 • $17.00

Paperback available April 2012

adRian  t inn iswood
Pirates of barbary
corsairs, conquests, and captivity 
in the seventeenth-century Mediterranean

Historian Adrian Tinniswood brings alive a dynamic chapter in history, when 
clashes between North African pirates and European governments grew in-
creasingly intense and dangerous—giving shape to a broader sense of confl ict 
between Islamic East and Christian West.
“Tinniswood weaves [a] mosaic account of piracy and slavery, cross-cultural 
contact and redemption along the shores of North Africa....His mining of the 
sources remains terrifi c.”—Sunday Telegraph (UK) 

riverHeAd PAPerbAck • 368 PP. • 978-1-59448-544-2 • $16.00

scott  koRb
life in Year one
What the World Was like in First-century Palestine

“Korb’s vivid, breezy prose makes accessible a mountain of scholarship that 
illuminates the past.”—Publishers Weekly
“[Korb] dutifully combs through extensive scholarship so as to convey quotid-
ian details of hygiene, sects, and violence during an extraordinarily unruly and 
consequential moment in Jewish history.”—Tablet Magazine

riverHeAd PAPerbAck • 256 PP. • 978-1-59448-503-9 • $15.00

diaRmaid  macculloch
christianity: The First Three Thousand Years
“A landmark contribution....It is diffi  cult to imagine a more comprehensive 
and surprisingly accessible volume than MacCulloch’s.”—Th e New York Times.

PeNguiN PAPerbAck • 1,216 PP. • 978-0-14-311869-5 • $25.00

king  abdullah i i  oF  JoRdan
our last best chance
The Pursuit of Peace in a Time of Peril

“Presents King Abdullah II’s remarkable story, his compelling insights on our 
greatest challenges, and his humane vision for peace in our world….[Th is] 
memoir is an important meditation on why, in spite of all the obstacles, we 
have a real opportunity to achieve peace today, and why we cannot aff ord to 
miss ‘our last best chance.’ ”—President Bill Clinton
“Reasoned and oft en humorous, didactic rather than dictatorial….Th e King’s 
personal stories are the highlights of the book….It would be a useful guide for 
newly-elected offi  cials for its tips on navigating the perilous waters of interna-
tional diplomacy.”—Th e Wall Street Journal

vikiNg HArdcover • 320 PP. • 978-0-670-02171-0 • $27.95
PeNguiN PAPerbAck • 384 PP. • 978-0-14-312030-8 • $17.00

Paperback available April 2012

RobeRt  lacey
inside the kingdom
kings, clerics, Modernists, 
Terrorists, and the struggle for saudi Arabia

British journalist Robert Lacey draws on years of access to every circle of Saudi 
society to give readers a nuanced portrait of contemporary Saudi Arabia.
“Explains one of the world’s most complicated governments and societies with 
sweeping, beautiful writing, intellectual brilliance and unparalleled insight....A 
thoughtful masterpiece about a country that lies at the heart of the Muslim 
world.”—Ahmed Rashid, author of Descent into Chaos
“An insightful and intimate portrait of a country—and a family—chained to 
tradition and challenged by the remorseless march of modernity.”—Lawrence 
Wright, author of Th e Looming Tower

PeNguiN PAPerbAck • 448 PP. • 978-0-14-311827-5 • $17.00

geoFFRey  wawRo
Quicksand
America’s Pursuit of Power in the Middle east

“Wawro does a terrifi c job of explaining why America’s Middle East policy has 
been so wrongheaded for so long, and how it has gotten the United States into 
so much trouble in recent years.”—John J. Mearsheimer, University of Chicago
“Wawro tackles the formidable challenge of writing a comprehensive history 
of American involvement in the Middle East....It’s an ambitious project, but 
Wawro’s considerable talent for seamlessly blending military, social, and politi-
cal history...makes it a success.”—Booklist
“A keen-eyed, sweeping survey of the depressingly familiar erroneous U.S. pol-
icy in the Middle East since the Balfour Declaration in 1917.”—Kirkus Reviews

PeNguiN PAPerbAck • 720 PP. • 978-0-14-311883-1 • $20.00
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Rula  Jebreal
Miral
A Novel

The story of the founder of an orphanage for displaced Palestinian children in 
Jerusalem, and the effects her guidance and inspiration have had on the lives 
of those in her care—specifically on one fiercely independent and intelligent 
young woman who comes of age during the intifada. 
“There are few novels that show the personal conflict in such depth and com-
plexity.”—Booklist

Penguin Paperback • 256 pp. • 978-0-14-311619-6 • $15.00

Anonymous
The Arabian Nights
Newly Translated by Malcolm C. Lyons with Ursula Lyons
Introduction and Notes by Robert Irwin

“The Arabian Nights is not a book to be read in a week. It is an ocean of stories 
to be dipped into over a lifetime. And this new Penguin edition is the one to 
have.”—The Sunday Times (UK)
“These magnificent volumes are the most ambitious and thorough translation 
into English of the Arabian Nights since the age of Queen Victoria.”—The 
Guardian (UK)

Volume 1:
Penguin Classics Paperback • 992 pp. • 978-0-14-044938-9 • $20.00

Volume 2:
Penguin Classics Paperback • 800 pp. • 978-0-14-044939-6 • $20.00

Volume 3:
Penguin Classics Paperback • 800 pp. • 978-0-14-044940-2 • $20.00

Abolqasem Ferdowsi
Rostam
Tales of Love and War from the Shahnameh
Translated with an Introduction by Dick Davis

This selection of stories from Iran’s great national epic tells of the trials and 
adventures of Rostam, Iran’s most celebrated mythological hero. 
“Davis’s wonderful translation will show Western readers why Ferdowsi’s master-
piece is one of the [Persian world’s] most revered and most beloved classics.”—
Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite Runner
“An exquisite blend of poetry and prose.”—The New York Times Book Review

Penguin Classics Paperback • 320 pp. • 978-0-14-310589-3 • $16.00

Daniel  Yerg in
The Quest
Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World

“The definitive book on the most important of global issues, the quest for sus-
tainable sources of energy. Yergin, the preeminent energy expert of our times, 
weaves together security and environmental concerns to explain the system 
we have today and to analyze the sensible paths forward.”—Walter Isaacson, 
author of Einstein: His Life and Universe
“May well become the definitive work on the science, history, and economics of 
this most complex and important subject. This masterful and illuminating book...
should be essential reading for policymakers everywhere.”—Henry Kissinger
“A sweeping, authoritative account of the science, economics, and geopolitics 
of energy.”—Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars

Penguin Press Hardcover • 704 pp. • 978-1-59420-283-4 • $37.95

Dennis  Ross  
and  Dav id  Makovsky
Myths, Illusions, and Peace
Finding a New Direction for America in the Middle East

Dennis Ross, special advisor to President Obama and senior director at the 
National Security Council, and policy analyst David Makovsky argue that 
American foreign policy failures in the Middle East can be traced to dangerous 
myths about this part of the world—myths with roots that reach back decades.
“A trenchant and often pugnacious demolition of the numerous misconcep-
tions about strategic thinking on the Middle East.”—The New York Times
“A serious, nonideological analysis.”—The St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Penguin Paperback • 400 pp. • 978-0-14-311769-8 • $17.00

Mark Malloch-Brown
The Unfinished Global Revolution
The Road to International Cooperation
With a New Afterword on the Arab Spring

The former United Nations deputy secretary general offers a new vision for 
international cooperation to promote the rule of law, human rights, and op-
portunity for all.
“Rich in both analysis and recommendations, Malloch-Brown deploys his 
enormous talent and shrewd understanding of the forces that are shaping our 
world to argue for stronger, more inclusive global institutions.”—Kofi A. Annan 
“Demonstrates that [Malloch-Brown] is one of the most influential thinkers 
today on how to cope with the globalization that is rapidly transforming the 
world economy….A tour de force.”—Jagdish Bhagwati, Columbia University

Penguin Paperback • 272 pp. • 978-0-14-312083-4 • $16.00

Available February 2012

Ibn  FadlĀn
Ibn Fadlān and the Land of Darkness
Arab Travellers in the Far North
Newly Translated with an Introduction by Paul Lunde and Caroline Stone

In 922 AD, an Arab envoy from Baghdad named Ibn Fadlān encountered a 
party of Viking traders on the upper Volga River. In his subsequent mission 
report he gave a meticulous description of Viking customs, dress, table man-
ners, religion and sexual practices, as well as the only eyewitness account ever 
written of a Viking ship cremation.
Also includes the 12th-century “Travels of Abū Hāmid al-Andalusi” and over 
forty medieval Arabic travel writings spanning the 9th through 14th centuries, 
many translated into English for the first time.

Penguin Classics Paperback • 256 pp. • 978-0-14-045507-6 • $16.00

Available February 2012

Peter  S ís
The Conference of the Birds
The Caldecott Honor–winning children’s author creates his first book for adults, 
a beautifully illustrated and uplifting adaptation of the classic 12th-century Sufi 
epic poem.
The Conference of Birds tells the story of an epic flight of birds in search of the 
true king, Simorgh. Drawn from all species, the band of birds is led by the hoo-
poe. He promises that the voyage to the mountain of Kaf, where Simorgh lives, 
will be perilous and many birds resist, afraid of what they might encounter. 
Others perish during the passage through the seven valleys: quest, love, un-
derstanding, friendship, unity, amazement, and death. In this lyrical and richly 
illustrated story of love, faith, and the meaning of it all, Sís shows the pain and 
beauty of the human journey.

Penguin Classics Paperback • 240 pp. • 978-0-14-044434-6 • $15.00

Mahmood Jamal ,  ed i t o r
Islamic Mystical Poetry
Sufi Verse from the Early Mystics to Rumi
Introduction and Notes by the editor

Poetry has been the most powerful vehicle for conveying Sufism—the mystical 
dimension of Islam—from the early flowering in Baghdad to the later heights 
it reached through Jalaluddin Rumi (d. 1273) and Jami (d. 1492). 
Starting with the writings of 8th-century mystics, this anthology moves 
through the 12th century with Ibn Arabi in Spain and Ibn Farid of Cairo, then 
onto the Maghrib prayer of Abul Ala Al Maari, Aynul Quddat Hamddhani of 
Persia, Yunus Emre of Turkey in the 14th century, finally culminating in the 
early 20th century. The result is a soaring collection of verse from across the 
Islamic world and over centuries of inspiration.

Penguin Classics Paperback • 400 pp. • 978-0-14-042473-7 • $17.00
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Rula  Jebreal
Miral
A Novel

The story of the founder of an orphanage for displaced Palestinian children in 
Jerusalem, and the effects her guidance and inspiration have had on the lives 
of those in her care—specifically on one fiercely independent and intelligent 
young woman who comes of age during the intifada. 
“There are few novels that show the personal conflict in such depth and com-
plexity.”—Booklist
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The Arabian Nights
Newly Translated by Malcolm C. Lyons with Ursula Lyons
Introduction and Notes by Robert Irwin

“The Arabian Nights is not a book to be read in a week. It is an ocean of stories 
to be dipped into over a lifetime. And this new Penguin edition is the one to 
have.”—The Sunday Times (UK)
“These magnificent volumes are the most ambitious and thorough translation 
into English of the Arabian Nights since the age of Queen Victoria.”—The 
Guardian (UK)
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Abolqasem Ferdowsi
Rostam
Tales of Love and War from the Shahnameh
Translated with an Introduction by Dick Davis

This selection of stories from Iran’s great national epic tells of the trials and 
adventures of Rostam, Iran’s most celebrated mythological hero. 
“Davis’s wonderful translation will show Western readers why Ferdowsi’s master-
piece is one of the [Persian world’s] most revered and most beloved classics.”—
Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite Runner
“An exquisite blend of poetry and prose.”—The New York Times Book Review

Penguin Classics Paperback • 320 pp. • 978-0-14-310589-3 • $16.00

Daniel  Yerg in
The Quest
Energy, Security, and the Remaking of the Modern World

“The definitive book on the most important of global issues, the quest for sus-
tainable sources of energy. Yergin, the preeminent energy expert of our times, 
weaves together security and environmental concerns to explain the system 
we have today and to analyze the sensible paths forward.”—Walter Isaacson, 
author of Einstein: His Life and Universe
“May well become the definitive work on the science, history, and economics of 
this most complex and important subject. This masterful and illuminating book...
should be essential reading for policymakers everywhere.”—Henry Kissinger
“A sweeping, authoritative account of the science, economics, and geopolitics 
of energy.”—Steve Coll, author of Ghost Wars

Penguin Press Hardcover • 704 pp. • 978-1-59420-283-4 • $37.95

Dennis  Ross  
and  Dav id  Makovsky
Myths, Illusions, and Peace
Finding a New Direction for America in the Middle East

Dennis Ross, special advisor to President Obama and senior director at the 
National Security Council, and policy analyst David Makovsky argue that 
American foreign policy failures in the Middle East can be traced to dangerous 
myths about this part of the world—myths with roots that reach back decades.
“A trenchant and often pugnacious demolition of the numerous misconcep-
tions about strategic thinking on the Middle East.”—The New York Times
“A serious, nonideological analysis.”—The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
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Mark Malloch-Brown
The Unfinished Global Revolution
The Road to International Cooperation
With a New Afterword on the Arab Spring

The former United Nations deputy secretary general offers a new vision for 
international cooperation to promote the rule of law, human rights, and op-
portunity for all.
“Rich in both analysis and recommendations, Malloch-Brown deploys his 
enormous talent and shrewd understanding of the forces that are shaping our 
world to argue for stronger, more inclusive global institutions.”—Kofi A. Annan 
“Demonstrates that [Malloch-Brown] is one of the most influential thinkers 
today on how to cope with the globalization that is rapidly transforming the 
world economy….A tour de force.”—Jagdish Bhagwati, Columbia University

Penguin Paperback • 272 pp. • 978-0-14-312083-4 • $16.00
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Ibn  FadlĀn
Ibn Fadlān and the Land of Darkness
Arab Travellers in the Far North
Newly Translated with an Introduction by Paul Lunde and Caroline Stone

In 922 AD, an Arab envoy from Baghdad named Ibn Fadlān encountered a 
party of Viking traders on the upper Volga River. In his subsequent mission 
report he gave a meticulous description of Viking customs, dress, table man-
ners, religion and sexual practices, as well as the only eyewitness account ever 
written of a Viking ship cremation.
Also includes the 12th-century “Travels of Abū Hāmid al-Andalusi” and over 
forty medieval Arabic travel writings spanning the 9th through 14th centuries, 
many translated into English for the first time.
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The Conference of the Birds
The Caldecott Honor–winning children’s author creates his first book for adults, 
a beautifully illustrated and uplifting adaptation of the classic 12th-century Sufi 
epic poem.
The Conference of Birds tells the story of an epic flight of birds in search of the 
true king, Simorgh. Drawn from all species, the band of birds is led by the hoo-
poe. He promises that the voyage to the mountain of Kaf, where Simorgh lives, 
will be perilous and many birds resist, afraid of what they might encounter. 
Others perish during the passage through the seven valleys: quest, love, un-
derstanding, friendship, unity, amazement, and death. In this lyrical and richly 
illustrated story of love, faith, and the meaning of it all, Sís shows the pain and 
beauty of the human journey.
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Sufi Verse from the Early Mystics to Rumi
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Poetry has been the most powerful vehicle for conveying Sufism—the mystical 
dimension of Islam—from the early flowering in Baghdad to the later heights 
it reached through Jalaluddin Rumi (d. 1273) and Jami (d. 1492). 
Starting with the writings of 8th-century mystics, this anthology moves 
through the 12th century with Ibn Arabi in Spain and Ibn Farid of Cairo, then 
onto the Maghrib prayer of Abul Ala Al Maari, Aynul Quddat Hamddhani of 
Persia, Yunus Emre of Turkey in the 14th century, finally culminating in the 
early 20th century. The result is a soaring collection of verse from across the 
Islamic world and over centuries of inspiration.
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