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The Making of african america
The Four great Migrations

In this sweeping new interpretation of the African American experi-
ence, the University of Maryland professor challenges the traditional 
presentation of a linear, progressive history from slavery to freedom. In-
stead, Berlin argues that four great migrations, between the seventeenth 
and twenty-fi rst centuries, lie at the heart of black American culture and 
its development.
“Majestic...Berlin has redefi ned our understanding of American slav-
ery.”—Th e New York Times Book Review
“In vigorous prose [Berlin] describes four great migrations....All of these 
movements were dislocating and painful. All unleashed creativity. And 
all shaped black life and culture.”—Th e Economist
“Eloquent, insightful....Berlin broadens his focus, expanding and rede-
fi ning the contours of African American history.”—John David Smith, 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
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The slave ship
a Human History

“Th is beautifully written and exhaustively researched book gives us unforgettable por-
traits of the captives, captains, and crewmen who came together in that particular kind 
of hell known as the slave ship.”—Robert Harms, Yale University
“Truly a magnifi cent and disturbing book.”—Robin D. G. Kelley,  
University of Southern California
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The savage season That Made Mississippi Burn 
and Made america a democracy

“Remarkable...a well-researched, vivid retelling of the 1964 civil rights crusade 
to put Mississippi’s 200,000 disenfranchised blacks on the voting rolls...[an] 
important book.”—San Francisco Chronicle
“Here is a past of fear and hate, but also of courage and bravery, all given a nar-
rator’s, a scholar’s, knowing and wise documentary attention.”—Robert Coles, 
Harvard University
“Forcefully describes the depravity and treachery behind the bombings, beat-
ings and intimidation...and shows the physical and emotional costs of such a 
fi ght.”—Th e Minneapolis Star-Tribune
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Malcolm X: a Life of reinvention
In what is sure to stand as the defi nitive biography, the esteemed Columbia 
University professor analyzes the multifaceted and constantly shift ing life of 
the complex and controversial leader.
Malcolm X draws from untapped sources, including:

 » Previously unseen FBI fi les
 » Extensive interviews with Louis Farrakhan and other intimates
 » Newly discovered “lost” chapters of the Autobiography
 » Diaries that fi ll in missing periods of Malcolm’s life
 » Shocking new details about Malcolm’s assassination
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Passing strange
a gilded age Tale of Love and deception across the Color Line

“Passing Strange combines remarkable detective work, riveting storytelling, 
and the enduring question of race to fashion a most unusual but very Ameri-
can family saga about a famous white man and a heretofore unknown black 
woman. Th is book is a stunning achievement and example of just how deeply 
race is woven into our history, our imaginations, and our lives.”—David W. 
Blight,Yale University
“A major contribution to our understanding of race, class, and gender. Th is 
biography of a secret interracial marriage also tells more about the social ex-
perience of big city life...than a shelf full of urban histories.”—Th omas Bender, 
New York University
“Wonderfully intelligent and haunting.”—Richard White, Stanford University
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Middle Passages
african american Journeys to africa, 1787-2005

Preface by David Levering Lewis

“Campbell provides an artful reconstruction of the oft en 
bittersweet experience of return and reunion...that deep-
ens our understanding of national identity and the bur-
dens of race.”—Raymond Arsenault, Th e New York Times
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THOMAS CHATTERTON WILL IAMS
Losing My Cool
How a Father’s Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-Hop Culture

A pitch-perfect account of how hip-hop culture drew in the author and how his 
father drew him out again—with love, perseverance, and fifteen thousand books. 
Williams portrays the allure and the danger of hip-hop culture, and recounts how 
his growing love of books—and bond with his father—became his salvation.
“Losing My Cool starts out as an explicit argument about “loss of discipline 
and spirit in the hip-hop era” and shape-shifts into an engaging, well-written 
memoir.”—The Washington Post
“This is more than a coming-of-age story; it is an awakening, as Williams 
blends Dostoyevsky and Jay-Z in a compelling memoir and analysis of urban 
youth culture.”—Booklist

Penguin Press Hardcover • 240 pp. • 978-1-59420-263-6 • $24.95

R.  Dwayne  Betts
A Question of Freedom
A Memoir of Learning, Survival, and Coming of Age in Prison

“Dwayne Betts was incarcerated for 10 years in an unforgiving place—a place 
in which he also discovered the incredible power of books and reading. He’s 
written his own life-changing book, which may well prevent other young men 
from making that detour to prison. A searing and ultimately uplifting story.”—
Hill Harper, author of Letters to a Young Brother
“This book is a lesson on living. How does one become a man after being in 
a cell? A Question of Freedom is not a book of answers. Instead, this memoir 
is a reminder that a black boy can turn his world around. Betts shows us that 
words are key. This book will unlock your compassion.”—E. Ethelbert Miller, 
Howard University

Avery Paperback • 256 pp. • 978-1-5833-3396-9 • $16.00

Ella  Mae  Cheeks  Johnson  
and  Patricia    Mulcahy
It Is Well with My Soul
The Extraordinary Life of a 106-Year-Old Woman

“Ella Mae’s memoir describes a parallel history of the black experience in 
our nation that is so rarely recorded. After living a life of quiet dignity, Ella 
Mae Cheeks Johnson...shares a story that is inspiring and uplifting.”—Richard 
Glaubman, coauthor of Life is So Good
“Johnson offers a broad perspective on life for a woman who was the child of 
former slaves and lived to attend the inauguration of the first black president 
of the U.S.”—Booklist

Penguin paperback • 224 pp. • 978-0-14-311744-5 • $14.00

Ann Weisgarber
The Personal History of Rachel DuPree
An award-winning novel that opens a window on the little-known history of 
African American homesteaders and gives voice to an extraordinary heroine 
who embodies the spirit that built America.
“Ann Weisgarber tells the story of an African American family struggling to 
survive in the Dakota Badlands with a vividness and intensity by turns heart-
breaking and thrilling.”—Robert Morgan, author of Gap Creek
“An indelibly affecting teaching story: How unchecked selfish desires, regardless 
of their origins in historical cruelty and deprivation, lead inevitably to suffer-
ing....Rachel and Isaac DuPree and their tiny, vulnerable family stand as monu-
ments to the forgotten millions of brutal, spirit deforming choices made and 
endured by so many brave and deeply wounded Americans.”—Alice Walker

Viking Hardcover • 336 p• 978-0-670-02201-4 • $25.95

Danielle  Evans
Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self
Introducing a new star of her generation, an electric debut story collection 
about young African-American and mixed-race teens, women, and men 
struggling to find a place in their families and communities.
“A welcome new talent—with a funny and dark take on being black in America.” 
—Kirkus Reviews (starred)
“Danielle Evans’s considerable talents are in evidence on every page of this 
impressive debut. She finds her often surprising dramatic material in the unex-
pected asides of modern life, with results that are intense, intelligent, humane, 
and funny.”—Daniel Alarcon, author of Lost City Radio

Riverhead Hardcover • 240 pp. • 978-1-59448-769-9 • $25.95

Walter  Mosley
The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey
A masterful, moving novel about age, memory, and family from one of the true 
literary icons of our time.

Riverhead Hardcover • 288 pp. • 978-1-59448-772-9 • $25.95

Also of interest: 

Walter Mosley and his new hero, Leonid McGill, are back in the new mystery 
series that’s already being hailed as a classic of contemporary noir.

The Long Fall
NAL Paperback • 368 pp. • 978-0-451-23025-6 • $14.00

Known to Evil
Riverhead Hardcover • 336 pp. • 978-1-59448-752-1 • $25.95

When the Thrill Is Gone
Riverhead hardcover • 336 pp. • 978-1-59448-781-1 •$26.95

Bernardine  Evaristo
Blonde Roots
Evaristo turns the history of the transatlantic slave trade upside down in this 
provocative novel that follows an enslaved Englishwoman.
“The real triumph of Evaristo’s craft is her reimagining of the conventionalities of 
the slave trade—with the attendant stereotypes of race....Jolts the reader into look-
ing at, and in turn learning from, history with new eyes.”—St. Petersburg Times
“What could we possibly learn from a new satire of slavery? Plenty.”	 
—The Washington Post

Riverhead Paperback • 288 pp. • 978-1-59448-434-6 • $15.00

Dinaw Mengestu
How to Read the Air
“In authoritative prose that flows like liquid gold, Mengestu tells an absorbing 
story of how we learn that simply going forward is in fact to triumph. Highly 
recommended.”—Library Journal
“Stunningly illuminates the immigrant experience across two generations....
Mengestu draws a haunting psychological portrait of recent immigrants to 
America, insecure and alienated, striving to fit in while mourning the loss of 
their cultural heritage and social status.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Riverhead Hardcover • 320 p • 978-1-59448-770-5 • $25.95

New from Penguin  Classics

Frances  Ellen  Watk ins  Harper
Iola Leroy
Introduction by Hollis Robbins

First published in 1892, this stirring novel by the great writer and activist 
Frances Harper tells the story of the young daughter of a wealthy Mississippi 
planter who travels to the North to attend school, only to be sold into slavery 
in the South when it is discovered that she has Negro blood.

Penguin Classics • 256 pp. • 978-0-14-310604-3 • $15.00

Harriet  E .  Wilson
Our Nig
or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black
Edited with an Expanded Introduction and Notes  
by P. Gabrielle Foreman and Reginald Pitts

First published in 1859, this autobiographical narrative stands as one of the 
most important accounts of the life of a black woman in the antebellum North.
“The landmark research and skillful criticism done by Foreman and Pitts should 
shape discussion of Our Nig for years to come.”—African American Review

Penguin Classics • 176 pp. • 978-0-14-310576-3 • $13.00
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father drew him out again—with love, perseverance, and fifteen thousand books. 
Williams portrays the allure and the danger of hip-hop culture, and recounts how 
his growing love of books—and bond with his father—became his salvation.
“Losing My Cool starts out as an explicit argument about “loss of discipline 
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Ann Weisgarber
The Personal History of Rachel DuPree
An award-winning novel that opens a window on the little-known history of 
African American homesteaders and gives voice to an extraordinary heroine 
who embodies the spirit that built America.
“Ann Weisgarber tells the story of an African American family struggling to 
survive in the Dakota Badlands with a vividness and intensity by turns heart-
breaking and thrilling.”—Robert Morgan, author of Gap Creek
“An indelibly affecting teaching story: How unchecked selfish desires, regardless 
of their origins in historical cruelty and deprivation, lead inevitably to suffer-
ing....Rachel and Isaac DuPree and their tiny, vulnerable family stand as monu-
ments to the forgotten millions of brutal, spirit deforming choices made and 
endured by so many brave and deeply wounded Americans.”—Alice Walker

Viking Hardcover • 336 p• 978-0-670-02201-4 • $25.95

Danielle  Evans
Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self
Introducing a new star of her generation, an electric debut story collection 
about young African-American and mixed-race teens, women, and men 
struggling to find a place in their families and communities.
“A welcome new talent—with a funny and dark take on being black in America.” 
—Kirkus Reviews (starred)
“Danielle Evans’s considerable talents are in evidence on every page of this 
impressive debut. She finds her often surprising dramatic material in the unex-
pected asides of modern life, with results that are intense, intelligent, humane, 
and funny.”—Daniel Alarcon, author of Lost City Radio

Riverhead Hardcover • 240 pp. • 978-1-59448-769-9 • $25.95

Walter  Mosley
The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey
A masterful, moving novel about age, memory, and family from one of the true 
literary icons of our time.

Riverhead Hardcover • 288 pp. • 978-1-59448-772-9 • $25.95

Also of interest: 

Walter Mosley and his new hero, Leonid McGill, are back in the new mystery 
series that’s already being hailed as a classic of contemporary noir.

The Long Fall
NAL Paperback • 368 pp. • 978-0-451-23025-6 • $14.00

Known to Evil
Riverhead Hardcover • 336 pp. • 978-1-59448-752-1 • $25.95

When the Thrill Is Gone
Riverhead hardcover • 336 pp. • 978-1-59448-781-1 •$26.95

Bernardine  Evaristo
Blonde Roots
Evaristo turns the history of the transatlantic slave trade upside down in this 
provocative novel that follows an enslaved Englishwoman.
“The real triumph of Evaristo’s craft is her reimagining of the conventionalities of 
the slave trade—with the attendant stereotypes of race....Jolts the reader into look-
ing at, and in turn learning from, history with new eyes.”—St. Petersburg Times
“What could we possibly learn from a new satire of slavery? Plenty.”	 
—The Washington Post

Riverhead Paperback • 288 pp. • 978-1-59448-434-6 • $15.00

Dinaw Mengestu
How to Read the Air
“In authoritative prose that flows like liquid gold, Mengestu tells an absorbing 
story of how we learn that simply going forward is in fact to triumph. Highly 
recommended.”—Library Journal
“Stunningly illuminates the immigrant experience across two generations....
Mengestu draws a haunting psychological portrait of recent immigrants to 
America, insecure and alienated, striving to fit in while mourning the loss of 
their cultural heritage and social status.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Riverhead Hardcover • 320 p • 978-1-59448-770-5 • $25.95

New from Penguin  Classics

Frances  Ellen  Watk ins  Harper
Iola Leroy
Introduction by Hollis Robbins

First published in 1892, this stirring novel by the great writer and activist 
Frances Harper tells the story of the young daughter of a wealthy Mississippi 
planter who travels to the North to attend school, only to be sold into slavery 
in the South when it is discovered that she has Negro blood.

Penguin Classics • 256 pp. • 978-0-14-310604-3 • $15.00

Harriet  E .  Wilson
Our Nig
or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black
Edited with an Expanded Introduction and Notes  
by P. Gabrielle Foreman and Reginald Pitts

First published in 1859, this autobiographical narrative stands as one of the 
most important accounts of the life of a black woman in the antebellum North.
“The landmark research and skillful criticism done by Foreman and Pitts should 
shape discussion of Our Nig for years to come.”—African American Review

Penguin Classics • 176 pp. • 978-0-14-310576-3 • $13.00
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