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The Penguin History of American Life is a series ranging across all of 
American history, selected by an editorial board consisting of some of our 
most eminent historians. The series embodies the interdisciplinary and in-
tegrationist ambitions of the field’s best practitioners; their understanding 
of the permeability of traditional geographical, ethnic, and cultural bound-
aries; the utility of blurring conventional categories of historical writing; 
and the impossibility of isolating subjects like race and gender.

Books in the series employ different tools and methods and tackle a 
variety of topics, but they are all characterized by lively prose, trenchant 
analysis, and a persistent engagement with the most pressing questions 
about the American past.

The Penguin History of American Life will enrich our collective histori-
cal understanding, bring new voices and perspectives into wider view, 
and bring a great number of readers to works of American history that 
would otherwise escape them.

James T. Campbell
	 Middle passages: African-American 

Journeys to Africa 1787–2005
“Campbell provides an artful reconstruction 
of the often bittersweet experience of return 
and reunion...that deepen[s] our understand-
ing of national identity and the burdens of 
race.”—Raymond Arsenault, The New York 
Times Book Review.
Penguin • 544 pp. • 978-0-14-311198-6 • $17.00
Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize

François Furstenberg
	 In the Name of the Father

Washington’s Legacy,  
Slavery, and the Making of a Nation
“With clarity and brilliance, draw[s] togeth-
er historical problems and methodologies 
previously held to be discrete: the political 
philosophy of George Washington and the 
early republic, the link between slavery and 
American nationalism, and the formative 
power of print culture in fashioning American 
iconography and ideology.”—Michael O’Brien, 
Univ. of Cambridge. “A profoundly important 
book for anyone interested in the origins of 
the American Republic.”—Ira Berlin.
Penguin • 352 pp. • 978-0-14-311193-1 • $16.00

Current Titles



Calvin Mackenzie and Robert Weisbrot
The Liberal Hour: The 1960s and  
the Remaking of American Life
Analyzes the profound changes in American law and life that 
took place in the 1960s.
Scheduled July 2008

Richard D. Brown
The Challenge of Equality  
in the Early Republic
Explores the contested history of racial and ethnic equality as 
Americans considered the full implications of their declaration 
that “all men are created equal,” and reveals the dynamic rela-
tionships between ideology and experience. 

Julie Greene
For Empire They Toil
The Building of the Panama Canal
A history of the construction of the Panama Canal and its 
impact on America, both as a model for social engineering and 
as a seminal project in the forging of America’s self-definition as 
a world power.

Kristin Hoganson
Prairie Cosmopolis
A history of the Great Plains that examines the region’s mul-
tifarious connections with the rest of the planet, and tells the 
story of the relationship between the “heartland” myth and the 
reality of this profound connection.

Frederick Hoxie
Challenging the State: American Indians  
and the “Empire of Liberty” 1800–2000
A history of Native American engagement with the American 
legal and political system that opens with the removal crisis of 
the 1820s and closes with contemporary debates over Native 
American tribal sovereignty.

Karl Jacoby
Shadows at Dawn
The Camp Grant Massacre  
and the Borderlands of History and Storytelling
A book that opens out from one of the worst massacres of 
Indians in American history to tell the story of the collision of 
Mexican, Anglo, and tribal cultures in the borderlands of the 
American West, and how each has remembered, or forgotten, 
this story.
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Stephen Kantrowitz
The Cradle Endlessly Rocking
The Radical Reconstruction of the North, 1840–1900
A history of the long struggle against racial injustice in the 
North, from abolitionism through Reconstruction and its 
demise, using as its prism the experiences over 60 years of a 
certain number of “radical abolitionists” in Boston, both black 
and white, famous and obscure.

Alexander Keyssar
The Rules of the Game
A study of the history of major electoral rules and processes 
in the United States from the early nineteenth century to the 
present, with particular emphasis on those rules that now seem 
to be an indelible feature of the electoral landscape, and on their 
implications for the practice of politics.

Reid Mitchell
Untitled History of the  
Confederate States of America, 1861–1865
A narrative history of the Confederate States of America, rise to 
fall; a social history of the South during the Civil War, consider-
ing both the Confederacy and the parts of the South outside 
the Confederacy, as well as the transformations sparked by the 
defeat of slavery and the rise of new social conditions.

Joe W. Trotter
Untitled on  
African-American Urban History
A synthesis of African-American urban history, examining the 
history of black urbanites from the colonial era to the present.

Daniel Vickers
Lord of Another Man’s Purse
Credit and Economic Culture in Early America
A history of credit relationships in the United States, from the 
time of settlement through to the onset of industrialization. 
Dealing with exchange in both commercial and neighborly 
modes, the book places credit at the very center of pre-indus-
trial economic culture.

Michael Willrich
Untitled on Smallpox, Public Health,  
and the Progressive Movement
A history of the smallpox epidemic that struck America 
between 1898 and1903, including the new and invasive public 
health measures that were deployed in reaction to it, wide-
spread public resistance to them, and the dramatic changes this 
conflict brought about in the role of government in the sphere 
of personal health.
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