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Q: What was the best part about receiving a Newbery Honor citation for Savvy?

A: Savvy was a joy to write. But while Mibs was learning to trust her own voice, I was too. Pink buses?
Talking tattoos? When I was writing about these things, I sometimes doubted whether or not anyone else 
might fi nd them interesting, special, or fun; but I kept writing anyway. The Newbery Honor was a wonderful 
validation of the courage it took to be myself and write the things that felt important to the story I wanted 
to tell. Aside from this personal sense of accomplishment, it is tremendous to know that, because of the
Newbery Honor citation, Savvy will fi nd its way into the hands of many more young people.

Q: The importance of family is such a deeply rooted part of Savvy. Did you always see this particular theme 
at the core of your novel?

A: Our families, whatever they may look like, always affect who we are and who we become in some way. 
When writing a story about the challenges of growing up—even one that incorporates fantasy elements—the
role of family shouldn’t be neglected. 

Q: Your second novel, Scumble, will be a companion book to Savvy. How will this new novel be unique, and 
why did you choose to further explore the Beaumont family?

A: Scumble looks at a “savvy birthday” from an all-new perspective: the Beaumont children’s cousin, Ledge. 
Ledge is different from Mibs in many ways, so the book is somewhat different too. But at the core, both 
books are less about having magical talents or super-abilities than they are about facing the challenges of 
growing up; and I wanted to see how an entirely new character might respond to his own set of “savvy” 
hurdles. Thus, while some of the Beaumonts we know and love do fi gure in the book, Scumble explores a bit 
more of the family tree, as well as the ways in which different families might deal with the challenges that 
accompany change.

• Describe Mibs’s relationship with her parents and siblings. How is it complicated by their savvies? Do you 
think the inheritance of a savvy is a curse or a blessing? Why? What have you inherited from your family?

• Momma warned Mibs that “you can’t get rid of part of what makes you you and be happy.” What can 
we infer from Momma’s statement? Do you agree with her? Provide some examples from the story to 
validate her point.

• Mibs considers, “Maybe it’s like that for everyone. . . . Maybe we all have other people’s voices running
higgledy-piggledy through our heads all the time. . . . I began to realize how hard it was to separate out all 
the voices to hear the single, strong one that came just from me.” What can readers infer about her statement?

• Mibs thinks, “Then I remembered what Lill had said just before falling asleep in the motel the night 
before. You never can tell when a bad thing might make a good thing happen. I realized that good and 
bad were always there and always mixed up in a tangle.” In what ways is this statement an indicator of 
Mibs’s growth?
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• At the beginning of Scumble, readers learn that Ledger’s parents have postponed committing to
attending Fish Beaumont’s wedding due to their fears and apprehension about Ledger’s savvy. Of what 
are they afraid? Do you feel their fear is warranted? Ultimately, do you think they make the right decision 
to go ahead and attend the wedding?

• Ledger believes his father’s biggest dream is that Ledger’s savvy will make him lighting fast as a runner. 
Why does Ledger feel so disappointed when his savvy doesn’t give him this extraordinary ability? What 
does he fear about his father’s reaction? Do you think his reaction is appropriate?

• Ledger states, “I’d known for years that something in my blood and guts and brains and bones was poised 
to turn me tall-tale, gollywhopper weird” (p.2). Considering his attitude, what can be inferred about how 
Ledge will embrace his savvy? Do you believe his attitude will make things more diffi cult for him along 
the way? Why or why not?

• Consider Uncle Autry’s ranch, the Flying Cattleheart. What are some specifi c elements about the ranch 
that make it so special? Is there a place that you fi nd particularly magical and special? If so, explain what 
makes your place so important to you.

• Part of being a member of a “savvy” family is that “family rules said keep quiet” (p.4). Why is it so important
that this “gift” remain a secret? What might be the consequences of others learning about the special savvies
held by family members?

• Consider the savvies of Ledger’s extended family; if you could select one of these, which one would you 
chose? What makes that particular gift appealing to you?

• Ledger’s parents decide to leave him and his sister, Fedora, with Uncle Autry for a portion of the summer; 
what do you believe their motives are in doing so? Do you think they’ve made the right decision?

• Describe Sarah Jane. Do you fi nd her to be a likeable character? Why or why not?

• What does Mr. Cabot hope to accomplish by foreclosing on businesses throughout the community of
Sundance? How is his behavior an indicator of the larger issues with which he is dealing?

• Sarah Jane’s newspaper, the Sundance Scuttlebutt, is the source much consternation on the part of her 
father. Why is he so determined to have Sarah Jane discontinue creating her work?

• What can be inferred about Samson Beaumont’s choice to use his savvy—why do you believe he rarely 
“shows himself” to anyone but Grandpa Bomba? What does his willingness to be visible at the end of the 
story indicate? 

• In considering Sarah Jane’s newspaper, Sheriff Brown states, “That girl writes whoppers and steel traps 
where other folks write words and sentences” (p.86). What can be deduced about his feelings about 
Sarah’s work? Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

• Autry tells Ledger “Dude, you are a bulldozer” and “What a powerhouse. Imagine what you’ll be able to 
do once you fi nesse that a little” (p. 89). How does Autry’s statement foreshadow the ultimate benefi ts of 
Ledger’s gift?

• Uncle Autry dislikes bugs, yet his savvy draws them to him—why is this signifi cant? What does Ledger 
learn from his uncle’s ability to make peace with his savvy?                  

• After Ledger’s unscumbled savvy brings down the barn roof, Grandpa Bomba states, “A boy’s got to 
fall a few times so he can learn to pick himself up and put himself back together” (p. 94). What does his
grandfather understand about what Ledge needs to learn? 

• Throughout the novel, readers learn about Noble Cabot’s fascination with collecting unusual artifacts and 
trinkets. What might be his motivation in doing so? In what ways is this telling about his personality? 

• In what ways are Rocket and Ledger alike? How do these similarities interfere with their understanding 
of each other? 

• Ledger’s sense of worth is largely based on what he believes his family expects of him. What are  some 
specifi c things he does to slowly begin to believe in himself? How has his attitude been reshaped by the 
events of the story, and what lessons do you believe Ledger learns along his journey?
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