
While reading a Cam Jansen or Young Cam Jansen book, �ll in the blanks on this sheet with the necessary 
elements. Read carefully, and you may be able to solve the problem before Cam can say �Click!�

Once you�ve completed this sheet, use another copy to outline and write your own mystery. Remember, if you 
don�t include all �ve elements, your main character may never solve the crime!  

�For me writing is a process. I begin with a story idea, with the main characters, and the setting. I struggle most with 
the �voice,��how I will tell the story. For me writing involves constant revisions. It�s so much easier, I think, not to 
try and get the story just right in the �rst draft, to leave that for the second and third drafts. My best stories have 
been rewritten scores of times.

�I know when I write something, anything, no one else would have written it exactly the same way. It�s true about 
your writing, too. An original story is like a �ngerprint. Each story is unique.�
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