
Jumpstart your mystery solving skills by using these discussion questions as a 
complement to any book (or all of them!) in the Cam Jansen series.

What is a mystery? How is it similar to or different from a puzzle? Describe the mystery in the 
particular Cam Jansen book you�re reading. Discuss the motive and evidence.

Discuss each of the characters in the Cam Jansen book you�re reading. What are their de�ning 
character traits? Who do you like the most and who do you like the least? Which character are 
you most like?

Have a classroom discussion on what makes a good mystery. For example, are mysteries better if 
the plot is believable and real? Does having an unexpected �twist� at the end of a story make for 
a better mystery? What do you like about the Cam Jansen mysteries in particular?

What happens when people �jump to conclusions�? Have you ever jumped to a conclusion? What 
happened? How did it feel to know you had assumed something incorrectly?   

How does Cam solve mysteries? Why do you think she always closes her eyes when she says 
�Click�? What does the phrase �a picture is worth a thousand words� mean? How does this apply 
to Cam Jansen�s talent? 

Do you wish you could have a photographic memory like Cam? What pictures (people, places, 
events, etc.) would you want to keep in your memory forever? How would you use your talent?

Do you think you would make a good detective? Why or why not? What types of skills or 
characteristics might be important when solving mysteries? 

Think about the process of photography. Does a picture always reveal the truth? How can photos 
be altered to convey something that might not actually have been happening at the time a picture 
was taken? Look at some photos in a recent newspaper; what purpose do the article headline and 
photo captions serve? Can you think of any other headlines or captions that could have been used 
for the exact same photograph? Imagine the picture extending beyond the page�what else could 
have been in the scene? 

After reading more than one Cam Jansen book, compare the different mysteries and the way that 
Cam solves each case. Is her process always the same? Are some mysteries easier to solve than 
others? Would you have done anything differently from what she did? Which case would you have 
most liked to help Cam solve?

Remember to visit www.penguin.com/camjansensleuthsquad for additional discussion questions.
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