
Ask a partner to read a Cam mystery out loud. Don�t look at the book cover or illustrations, and draw your 
own pictures of one or more of the book�s scenes. How did you decide what to draw? What words or phrases 
helped you the most in visualizing the scene? 

Expand your imagination! In groups, create a �mystery� situation of your own. For example, think of an 
object and let other students ask you �yes� or �no� questions about it. See how long it takes them to solve your 
puzzle. Or stick an object in a covered shoe box and cut a hole in the box top large enough for a classmate�s 
hand to slide in. One at a time, group members should stick their hands into the hole, keeping their eyes closed 
or turned away so they can�t see inside, and try to determine what they are touching based on how it feels and 
any clues you may give them. But be careful�no sharp objects please! 

Read one of the books in the Cam Jansen Series and make a note of the cause and effect relationships that 
occur. After you have �nished, think about the major cause of the book�s mystery�the motive�and write down 
the events that took place as a result of that reason. Do you think the person who committed the crime was 
justi�ed in his or her actions?

Take various photographs of your classroom and/or classmates. Then, in groups of four and using the 
same pictures, create an �illustrated story� with a title and captions for the photos. How does each group�s 
story differ? 

Play memory games with your classmates like the ones at the end of some of the Cam Jansen mysteries. 
You could:

Close your eyes and answer questions about the classroom (what�s displayed on the bulletin boards, 
what color shirt your teacher is wearing, etc.). Does your photographic memory stand up to Cam�s? 

Study the vocabulary words and then try your hand at cracking the secret code found in the 
Downloadables section of www.penguin.com/camjansensleuthsquad.

Now that your detective caps are on, try writing a story of your own. Use the writing worksheet found 
in the Downloadables section of www.penguin.com/camjansensleuthsquad to get you started!

	     Build an acrostic for one of the characters in the Cam Jansen series. To build an acrostic, write the 
name of the character vertically on a piece of paper. Then write a sentence or group of words that begins with 
each of the letters in the character�s name. Each sentence or group of words should describe the character and 
his/her role in the story. Then read your acrostic out loud like a poem!

 
Use mystery vocabulary words to create your own mystery word �nd. Use graph paper to arrange the 

placement of the words and then �ll in the other squares with random letters. Don�t forget to include a word 
bank to help your classmates! Trade word �nds with a partner and see who can solve the puzzle �rst.
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