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Why does Melinda isolate

1
Unlike her best friend
Natalie, Ashley starts out
being not much of a prom

girl, but in the end she does

all that she can to make
sure this year’s prom is the

1
When discussing Faustus,
Tyler’s teacher explains,
“God is speaking to him,

Think it would be hard to start your own reading
group? All you need is a little bit of organization
and some friends who are as excited about the
books they read as you are. Here are a few tips
to get you started:
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there more to it than that? deal with the devil.” In If you still don’t feel like you have enough people,
what ways has Tyler A ask each of your friends to bring someone else.
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and hotibecaiselyou res came persgn at the end When Tyler goes to // Figure out when and where you want to meet.
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3
What pnally allows
Melinda to speak?

prom? In order to go,
she has to break the rules.
Is she justiped in doing

so or would staying at home

prove she learned her
lesson to accept respon-
sibility? What would you

3
At the beginning of the
book Tyler introduces
the reader to the video
game Tophet where you

It’s YOUR group and so YOU get to make all the
decisions. All you have to do is get together once,
and you can work out the rest of the details later.

Decide how you will choose books, and how the
discussions will be run. This is another one that
sounds a little scary but totally isn’t. Maybe you

q have done in her shoes? must “survive through . .
e 66 Levels of Torment.” (1] have a.favorlte author that you and your friends
of humor, to the outside a By the end of the novel, < would like to focus on. Or maybe you want to take

world Melinda seems
seriously depressed. In
what ways does she show
her depression? How do
the people around her
react to these behav-
iors? Do you think they
respond appropriately?
How would you respond

think you would be able to < “Laurie Halse
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For lots of people, prom
is one of the pinnacle

experiences of high school.

Why do you think Ash-
ley just isnit into it at prst?
Despite everything, she
manages to have a great
time at the prom. Do you

Tyler has mastered the
game and must choose
between continuing on
as the Lord of Darkness
or moving on into the
light. “I chose wisely”
are the last words of
the book. What was his
decision and how does it

turns picking your favorite book. Maybe one per-
son likes to talk and would like to lead the discus-
sion, or maybe you would rather just get together
and talk about the books you are reading. If you

get stuck, you can often pnd discussion questions
online (try the publisher’s website) or at your local
library or bookstore.

always have fun, and your group will be a success!

comes with a guarantee.”

—Chris Crutcher, author of
The Sledding Hill
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